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The Adventures of Jonathan Gullible: A Free Market Odyssey

By Ken Schoolland


As you may recall, we last left Jonathan Gullible on a remote Pacific island after his boat was blown far off course by a terrific storm. Eager to learn about the inhabitants of this island, Jonathan wandered through the countryside when he passed a farmyard. On the porch of a nicely kept home, Jonathan found a woman and her three children huddled together, crying. Suddenly, Jonathan was tapped on his shoulder from behind. As he turned, a man asked him:

M:
You with the Food Police?

J:
No, sir. I’m just passing by. What’s all the trouble here?

M:
My wife and children are pretty upset. We’re waiting for the Food Police to pick me up. They say I’m a criminal.

J:
Oh? What crime are you accused of committing?

M:
My crime is growing and selling too much food.

J:
Growing and selling too much food is a crime?

M:
Around here it is. You see, the Food Police see to it that no farmer sells so much food that it will lower prices that other farmers can charge for their crops.

J:
How can they do that?

M:
Sometimes the Food Police buy up the food and send it abroad to ruin the prices for foreign farmers. Sometimes they just outlaw more than a certain quota of land use, food production, or sales. Whatever the method, the penalties for violators are the same—fines and jail sentences.

J:
What will happen to your family now that you are taken away from them?

M:
(sigh) Without my income, my family surely won’t be able to afford the high prices of food these days. My wife will probably wind up dependent on charity from relatives or the officials. Those officials love to care for the poor people they impoverish.

Stay tuned for another bizarre episode in the adventures of Jonathan Gullible. jonathangullible.com.
