PROTECTIONISM
The Adventures of Jonathan Gullible: A Free Market Odyssey

By Ken Schoolland


As you may recall, we last left Jonathan Gullible on a remote Pacific island after his boat was blown far off course by a terrific storm. Eager to learn about the inhabitants of this island, Jonathan wandered through the countryside. As he came to a bridge a man approached him holding a pen and paper.


M:
Young man, won’t you please sign my petition?


J:
What is this petition for?


M:
This is a petition to protect jobs and industry. You are in favor of jobs and industry, are you not?


J:
Of course, but how will this petition protect jobs and industry?


M:
You see, the legislature is accustomed to prohibiting the import of cheap products from abroad in order to protect certain domestic employment and industries. Well, I represent the makers of candles, wool garments, and window shades. In order to help them, my petition calls for banning the use of the sun.


J:
The sun?


M:
Precisely. The sun is a source of very cheap light and heat. My calculations show that the low cost availability of these foreign products reduces employment and wage rates by 60%‑‑that is, in the industries I represent: candles, wool garments, and window shades.


J:
How could you ban the sun?


M:
We are very resourceful. A strict tax on all windows should do quite well, thank you.


J:
But if these people must pay you for more light and heat, that means they will have less money to spend for goods from other industries.


M:
I don’t represent the other industries. I can see that you are more interested in some consumer whim than in protecting the security of jobs and sound business investment. Good day to you. 

So ends another bizarre episode in the life of Jonathan Gullible. jonathangullible.com.
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