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The Adventures of Jonathan Gullible: A Free Market Odyssey

By Ken Schoolland


As you may recall, we last left Jonathan Gullible on a remote Pacific island after his boat was blown far off course by a terrific storm. Eager to learn about the inhabitants of this island, Jonathan approached a man who was wearing a uniform and a gun at his side.

J:
Good day.

M:
Good day to you.

J:
Please, sir, would tell me why you have a gun at your waist?

M:
It is written in the great document that, as an official of the island, it is my job to protect the life, liberty, and property of all the islanders.

J:
Ah, that is very noble. The people must be very grateful to you. Undoubtedly they reward you well for your services.

M:
Not all of the islanders are as grateful as they should be. Last month one poor citizen refused to pay for my salary. I had to break into his home and haul him off to the magistrate who ruled that this man’s savings were to be confiscated and that he must spend a year in the zoo.

J:
That must have been risky. What if that citizen had tried to resist arrest?

M:
We try not to mention the consequences. Knowing the ultimate penalty, few people resist. You might say it’s our “invisible gun” policy. But you can rest assured, we will take any measure in order to protect everyone’s life, liberty, and property.

J:
What a strange island.

Stay tuned for another exciting episode in the adventures of Jonathan Gullible. Produced by jonathangullible.com.
