TEACHING ABOUT FREEDOM

From The Adventures of Jonathan Gullible: A Free Market Odyssey

By Ken Schoolland

K:
As you may recall, we last left Jonathan Gullible on a remote Pacific island after his boat was blown far off course by a terrific storm. Eager to learn more about the island he wandered into a nearby town where he found a red brick building and a scholarly-looking gentleman. Speaking to the gentleman, Jonathan inquired:

J:
Good day, sir.

G:
Good day.

J:
Would you mind telling me what you do on this island?

G:
I’d be pleased to explain anything you wish to learn. You see, I am a teacher.

J:
How marvelous. And what is it that you teach?

G:
I teach about the virtues of freedom. I show my students how people throughout history have always sought freedom and how fortunate it is that we now live in a free island.

J:
That sounds wonderful. The students and their parents must be thrilled to hear your words of wisdom.

G:
Few are thrilled and some are downright resentful. They are still so young and foolish. We must hire truant officers to compel them to come at the appointed hours. Too much resistance and we will send these young people to a special zoo.

J:
Surely the parents support your noble ideals?

G:
The parents must pay my salary and they must encourage their children to come to my classes or they, too, will be sent to the zoo. Ah! There is so little appreciation for the study of freedom these days.

K:
So ends another bizarre episode in the life of Jonathan Gullible.  jonathangullible.com.

