TWO ZOOS

From The Adventures of Jonathan Gullible: A Free Market Odyssey

By Ken Schoolland

K:
As you may recall, we last left Jonathan Gullible on a remote Pacific island after his boat was blown far off course by a terrific storm. Eager to learn more about the island he wandered into a nearby town where he found two tall, iron bar fences, one on either side of the road. Walking up to a uniformed guard on the road between the two fences, Jonathan walked up to him and asked:

J:
Pardon me, sir, but can you tell me what these two iron fences are for?

G:
The iron bars on the right side of the road are for our zoo.

J:
What is a zoo?

G:
Well, a zoo is a place to keep many animals from all over the world. These fences are used to keep them in one place so that people can study them and so that these strange animals won’t go about harming society.

J:
It must cost you a fortune to find these animals, bring them here, and provide for them!

G:
Oh, I don’t pay for the zoo out of my own pocket. Everyone pays a zoo tax.

J:
Everyone?

G:
Well, there are some people who have no interest in the zoo. And there are some who feel that animals should only be studied in their natural habitat. When these people refuse to pay their zoo taxes, they are removed from their natural habitat and placed behind those iron bars across the street. Such people can then be studied and they are prevented from harming society.

J:
If you don’t want to do people harm, how do you know which side of the fence is better?

K:
So ends another bizarre episode in the life of Jonathan Gullible.  jonathangullible.com.

